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MEDIA RELEASE
UM PH0NATH0N NETS $7,222.50

With the help of 47 alumni and student volunteers, the second annual
University of Montana Alumni Phonathon netted $7,222.50 in two nights of
calling, Ernie Corrick, chairman, has announced.

The money goes to help

the University meet a $200,000 goal for its annual Excellence Fund drive.
Last year $5,766 was raised in three nights of calling.

This year

about 1,200 people were contacted, compared to 1,000 last year, and about
100 more pledges were received, Corrick said.
Pledges ranged from $5 to $300, he said.

The average gift was $25.

Included in the total were matching gifts from Champion International,
Montana Power Company, Burlington Northern and EXXON.
"I am very proud of the leadership role Missoula alumni have taken
in expanding the UM Excellence Fund program," UM President Neil S. Bucklew
said.
The Excellence Fund drive is the major fund-raising project of the
UM Foundation, a non-profit organization that raises money from private
sources to benefit the University.
Money raised by the Excellence Fund provides private funds for special
University projects that would otherwise not be funded.

Examples include

start-up money for the marching band, books for the library, scholarships,
faculty development, student recruitment, alumni programs and small grants
to encourage faculty research.
The next Missoula alumni phonathon will be held in the spring of 1984.
Additional phonathons are planned this winter in Great Falls, Helena,
Billings and Spokane.

